Dear Friends,

At a recent gathering with priests we had a rather heated discussion about a sad
trend in funerals. We are seeing a lot more Catholic people who have been very
active in the Church being honored in ceremonies outside of Mass at funeral
homes. One priest said in an angry voice, “The family didn’t even call me!” He
read about his parishioner’s death in the obituary - on the morning of her
funeral.

Here is what is happening. An elderly, life-long Catholic person who has been
an active member of a parish dies. Her children, who have long since stopped
worshipping do not wish to celebrate the funeral liturgy in the Church.
Therefore, they contact the funeral home and inform those assisting with the
final plans that all the family wants is a simple ceremony in the funeral home
with burial or cremation to follow.

What’s the problem with this? There are two answers to this question. First of
all, for the deceased person who has been devout in worship with the faith
community, it is quite possible that he or she may wish that a beautiful Catholic
Mass, which is truly deserved, be celebrated. Anyone who is baptized into this
faith has the right to Christian burial. However, we are seeing more and more
children of the deceased indicating that they want nothing to do with the
Church’s celebration of the Mass. Often they will contact a minister from
another denomination who will come in and say a few prayers and then proceed
with whatever will happen after that.

The second problem is that the Church community is deprived of the celebration
of the Mass in honor of the one who has died. For those of us who care deeply
about our faith, the funeral liturgy is a moment for us to say goodbye, to share
our grief and sorrow and to receive the Eucharist in communion with the One
who suffered, died and rose to eternal life and the One who has called the
faithful departed to be with him in eternity.

The problem is that the wishes of the deceased do not matter. The problem is
also that what the Church offers and provides those who grieve does not matter.
The death of a loved one is simply becoming an inconvenience that needs to be
resolved as quickly and painlessly as possible.



Would we want our children to handle our death in this way?

| don’t know what the answer to this problem is. We need to find one though.
Perhaps what is needed is a little education. Our Church teaches us that:

“The celebration of the Christian funeral brings hope and consolation to the
living. While proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ and witnessing to Christian
hope in the resurrection, the funeral rites also recall to all who take part in them
God’s mercy and judgment and meet the human need to turn always to God in
times of crisis.’

Hope cannot always be found in resolving a crisis as quickly and as painlessly as
possible. Hope comes to us when we seek God’s comfort and grace in the
context of the worshipping community who gathers in love to offer support for
a family that grieves the death of a loved one.

Preparation is also important. About ten years ago, | wrote up my post-mortem
instructions. | have the entire liturgy all planned out. One thing people might
want to do is to write out their wishes for their funeral liturgy. | would be very
happy to help in this regard. A document that expresses funeral wishes is not
legally binding like a will, or power of attorney, but it could help children, who
are given the responsibility of taking care of a tremendous amount of details, a
good sense of direction.

In joyful hope,
Fr. Tim Seigel

! Rite of Christian Funerals, General Introduction, page 3.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


