
Dear Friends, 
 
“Who is a Christian Steward?  One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes 
and tends them in a responsible and accountable manner, shares them in justice 
and love with others, and returns them with increase to the Lord (Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response).” 
 
Perhaps we have all read this parable from Matthew 25:14-15, 19-21: 
 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: "A man going on a journey called in his 
servants and entrusted his possessions to them.  To one he gave five 
talents; to another, two; to a third, one- to each according to his ability.  
Then he went away. 
  
After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled 
accounts with them.  The one who had received five talents came forward 
bringing the additional five.  He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.  
See, I have made five more.'  His master said to him, 'Well done, my good 
and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you 
great responsibilities.  Come, share your master's joy.'" 
 

We know the rest of the story.  The servant who was given two talents made 
another two and the master gave him great responsibilities, too.  The last 
servant put his master’s money in a hole in the ground.  When the master 
came back he returned the money, but without interest.  The master got 
angry with this third guy and threw him out into the cold where there was 
wailing and grinding of teeth. 
 
God has given us the role of being stewards of creation.  Everything we 
have, own and possess we look at as being ours, but it really belongs to 
God.  Unfortunately, we tend to look at what is ours and say we can do 
whatever we want with our possessions.  This thinking is in error because 
God says, “be fruitful and multiply.”  God has given us a tremendous 
abundance of good things and even though we can claim ownership, 



everything still belongs to God.  We are simply stewards of all that belongs 
to God. 
 
So, how do we make God’s blessing grow?  It’s simple: we keep what we 
need for ourselves, and then we give away the rest.  What could possibly 
motivate us to do such a thing?  We would consider it admirable and kind to 
say that we are charitable and generous with all we have, and that would be 
reason enough.  With this kind of attitude we could do away with the need 
for charity because there would be no more poor people.  There would be 
no more starvation, homelessness, and people living on the fringes of 
despair, because everyone would have all that they need.  But the problem 
with this way of thinking is that we’re simply giving the rest of what we 
don’t need for ourselves.  If you think about it, that’s not really charity 
because we’re still thinking of ourselves first.  Besides, with all the poverty 
that still exists in the world, it is obvious this giving of what we have left 
does not work. 
 
So, love of God is what motivates us to be generous.  Instead of giving what 
we have left over, we offer the best of what we have: the best of our talents; 
the best of our time; and the best of our treasure.  How often do we make a 
charitable contribution before we pay the rest of our bills?  How often do we 
think about volunteering before we think about what we have left of our free 
time?  How often do we consider the fact that we have an abundance of gifts 
that we can give because God has blessed each of us with tremendous skills 
and talent? What we have, we give away, and God makes it grow.  It all 
happens through love.  God, in deep and abiding love for us, gives us all we 
need.  We, in our love for each other and for God, are generous with our 
gifts.  The more they are shared, the more abundantly they grow in value.  
And when we share what we have in love and peace, we hear God say, 
“Come and share your Master’s joy.” 
 
In joyful hope, 
Fr. Tim Seigel 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


